
Benedict and Francis Outline 

Pope Benedict XVI 

 Joseph Ratzinger 

 Born April 16, 1927, in Bavaria 

 Elected pope April 19, 2005 

 Resigned February 28, 2013 

Deus caritas est 

 “God is love” 

 December 25, 2005 

 Love from Christian perspective with God at center 

  First of three theological virtues covered in encyclicals 

 God is love = image of mankind and destiny of mankind 

 Two parts of encyclical: the love God lavishes upon us and our sharing it with others 

 Eros, agape, philia 

 Agape used most frequently in Scripture – rarely used elsewhere 

 There is connection between love and Divine 

 Christ is perfection of God’s love 

 Can you love what you have never seen? 

 2nd half – charitable activities of Church are expression of love 

 Threefold responsibility of Church – kerygma, leitourgia, diakonia 

 Church informs debate of social justice guided by faith and reason 

 Must conduct charity devoid of party/ideology influence 

 Encourages cooperation between Church, state, and charitable organizations 



Spe Salvi 

 “Saved in Hope” 

 November 30, 2007 

 Connection between hope and redemption 

 St. Josephine Bakhita 

 Hope and redemption linked due to faith 

 Eternal life is our hope – but not if we only see this life 

 Also writes on relationship between faith and reason 

 Concludes with chapter on Mary, Star of Hope 

Caritas in veritate 

 “Charity in truth” 

 June 29, 2009 

 Love and truth necessary for progress in developments for the common good 

 Reflects on economic and social issues but the Church does not offer specific solutions 

 Charity (love) motivates us to the common good  

 Charity is central to Church’s social doctrine but must be linked to truth to do good 

 Harkens back to Pope Paul VI encyclical Populorum progressio 1967 

 Dangers of globalization  

 Beauty of gratuity  

 Need to protect environment and not hoard resources 

 Need to remember we are part of human family and live in cooperation 

 Religion is part of helping us not live in isolation 

 Technology can be good but we should not have a “technocrat” mindset 



Pope Francis 

 Jorge Bergoglio 

 Born December 17, 1936, Buenos Aires, Argentina 

 Elected pope March 13, 2013 

Lumen fidei 

 “The Light of Faith” 

 June 29, 2013 - part of “Year of Faith” 

 Largely written by Pope Benedict 

 Traces history of faith starting with Abraham 

 Unity of faith and truth 

 Importance of Church in handing on faith (tradition) – Sacraments key 

 Faith and today’s society 

 Concludes with Mary – example of faith 

Laudato si’ 

 “Praise be to You” 

 May 24, 2015 

 Largely focused on environmental issues 

 Critiques consumerism, “throwaway culture”, and unrestricted development 

 Larger problem is people not seeing God as Creator 

 Open for dialogue 

 Chapter One: care for common home  

 Chapter Two: Gospel of creation  

 Chapter Three: human roots of ecological crisis  



 Chapter Four: ecology 

 Chapter Five: action  

 Chapter Six: ecological education and spirituality 

Fratelli tutti 

 “All Brothers”   

 October 3, 2020 

 Need for more global fraternity and solidarity 

 Reaction to handling of COVID-19 

 We are in this together but no roadmap 

 Must have human dignity 

 Must not sow seeds of fear 

 Good Samaritan 

 Goal of “open world” without borders 

 Necessity of open love 

 Failures of current political forms – need for “fruitfulness over results” 

 Religions must learn to work together 

 

Thank you for joining me this summer! 


